Leaving Cert Business Exam Technique

_
The Higher Level exam is worth 400 marks and lasts 3 hours.
The Ordinary Level exam is worth 400 marks and lasts 2 hours 30 mins.

Key Points

1. Read Every Question Carefully (Take Time, Don’t Panic) , Questions may appear similar to previous years but the focus of the question and the specific context of the question may vary, thereby requiring different responses.

2. In General accept 5 marks = 1 point, therefore for a 20 mark question you would need 4 main points. (details on the marking scheme may change depending on the content of the particular examination paper)

3. For each main point use the SEE Approach where possible (State = 2 marks, Explain = 2 marks, Example = 1 mark)

4. Give EXAMPLE (If possible refer to current business and economic issues e.g. Government effects on Labour Force)

5. Use BULLETS for each individual point (the corrector finds it a lot easier to give marks to someone whose work is concise and to the point) – Use Separate paragraphs for each point.

6. Try and be as NEAT as possible (for the same reason as above) – Present each new question on a new page. Number all sections and subsections.

7. Don’t “WAFFLE”, answer the question being asked (OBVIOUSLY), Avoid writing irrelevant detail and repetition.

8. Look for KEY WORDS in the question for hints E.g. Public Limited Company (A company where shares can be sold to members of the public whose liability is limited to what they invest, Shares are sold on the stock exchange e.g. CRH, Facebook, Google)

9. Spend 5 – 10 minutes at the start trying to decipher which questions you can answer best. (Some questions are asked in a way to put you off E.g. Explain the Importance of means – Give the Benefits of)


10. Be aware of Question words Illustrate and Evaluate. 
· Illustrate really means “Explain using an example”
· Evaluate means state the advantages and disadvantages and “GIVE YOUR OPINION” (simply follow your answer with “In my opinion the advantage of Limited liability makes a private limited company a better form of business than a sole trader”.

