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INTRODUCTION
What is Geography
Geography is the study of people and their relationships with their environment. It is concerned with helping to develop an understanding of the physical, social and economic processes which shape the environment. 

The education of young people today takes place against the background of a world with such characteristics of geographical concern as:
- Increasingly multi-cultural societies 

- Sharp social and economic inequalities on a variety of scales 

- An increasing pace of socio-economic change 

- Growing concern over declining environmental quality in many 

   regions 



AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Aims 
To promote an awareness of the spatial and temporal patterns which exist in the distribution of environmental phenomena, both natural and cultural 

To develop an understanding of the processes – natural, social and economic – which operate to produce and shape these patterns 

To develop an understanding of the complex interactions which occur among these phenomena

in a world which is constantly changing 

To promote a sensitive awareness of environment 

To encourage in students a sensitive awareness of peoples, places and landscapes, both in 

their own country and elsewhere. 

To contribute to students’ understanding of important issues and problems in 

contemporary society. 

To provide opportunities to foster and build upon students’ natural curiosity about their 

own and other people’s social and physical environments 

To help to develop organised thinking and cognitive abilities – not only in the area of 

important factual knowledge, but in application, analysis, synthesis, evaluation, creativity 

and imagination 

To develop a range of practical, social, valuing and communication skills which 

are of geographic and of general significance. 

Course objectives 
Course objectives list the knowledge, concepts, skills and attitudes which students should be encouraged to acquire and develop through this Geography course 

Knowledge 
In following the syllabus, students should acquire information and develop understanding of 

• examples of physical environmental phenomena and processes relating to Ireland and elsewhere 

• examples of social, cultural and economic phenomena and processes relating to Ireland and elsewhere. 

• The interaction of such phenomena, viz: 

- how groups of physical environmental phenomena interact 

- how groups of social, cultural and economic phenomena interact 

- how physical, social, cultural and economic phenomena interact with one another 

• the effects of such interaction 

• the nature and diversity of physical and cultural landscapes in Ireland and 

elsewhere 

• the practical aspects of all of the above as they relate to the students’ local 

environment and community 



Attitudinal Development

Through their Geography course, students should be encouraged to develop positive attitudes towards themselves, others and their environment. Such attitudes include: 

• Willingness to perceive and evaluate natural and cultural phenomena from the point of 

view of others 

• Appreciation of social, cultural and environmental diversity 

• Awareness of the dangers of all types of stereotyping and prejudice 

• Sensitive awareness of the aesthetic quality of the natural and cultural environment, 

leading to a desire to maintain their quality 

• A responsible attitude towards the exploitation and conservation of resources 

• Sensitivity towards the interplay of conflicting needs involved in environmental 

planning - e.g. social, aesthetic, ecological, economic etc. 

• A positive attitude towards participation in democratic processes, particularly 

those which influence decision-making 

• Readiness for personal commitment and involvement 

• Self-confidence, self-esteem and an understanding of the bases of their own perceptions. 
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SYLLABUS STRUCTURE AND CONTENT

The syllabus is presented in three sections, each based on a broad theme: 

A. The Human Habitat – Processes and Change 

B. Population, Settlement Patterns and Urbanisation 

C. Patterns in Economic Activity 
Each section is further subdivided into study/teaching units. Each unit comprises a list of key ideas which, through a series of specified studies, are explored in a local, national or international setting (the latter setting including studies from both the developed and developing worlds) 

These studies are intended to build up a clear understanding of significant concepts, generalisations and issues and to develop a range of skills rather than to focus on the retention of factual data for their own sake. This approach – the exploration of a set of ideas through a small number of representative studies in a variety of settings – means that the content of this syllabus is considerably shorter than that of its predecessor. 

Unless otherwise indicated, it is envisaged that students do each of the studies presented. 

Assessment


Geography will be assessed at the two levels, Ordinary and Higher. At both levels, assessment will be by terminal written examination. Assessment will be completed by the following methods: Geography week participation, Midterm test, Christmas test, Summer Test, October Reports , Parent Teacher Meeting, Drawing in class, Written homework, Verbal work, End of chapter tests


Assessment Objectives –

On completion students should be able to:

Assessment will test the extent to which a student can demonstrate the following: 

Knowledge and understanding of 
• The social, economic and natural phenomena specified in the syllabus content 

• The social economic and natural processes specified in the syllabus content 

• The interaction between these processes 

• The location and distribution of these phenomena and processes at local, national and international levels. 

• The generalisations, principles, models and theories identified in the syllabus 

• Relevant social, economic and environmental issues and problems at local, 

• national and international levels 


Classwork:

Topics are taught using numerous teaching strategies including:
· Keywords 
· Think Pair Share 
· Group Discussion

· Personal Experience 
· Reflection 
· Diagrams 
· Mind Mapping
· Brain storming 
· Differentiation 
· Reading 
· Listening 
Each class has activities that reinforce learning with varying methodologies depending on topic. 

Students knowledge is assessed throughout the class through framing questions and recap recall. Students knowledge is checked for understanding at the end of each class and reviewed in the next.
First Year scheme of work – 4 Classes per week
Term 1 – September – October

The Earth: The Earth’s Crust, Plate Tectonics, Volcanic Activity, Earthquakes, Fold Mountains, Rocks 

Shaping the Earth’s Crust: Weathering and Erosion, Karst, 

October Assessment

Comments/Review end of October: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

October Progress
	No
	Students Name
	Homework 

Grade
	Project Grade
	Additional Comments areas of Difficulty

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	
	

	20
	
	
	
	

	21
	
	
	
	

	22
	
	
	
	

	23
	
	
	
	

	24
	
	
	
	


Term 2 – October - December

Shaping the Earth’s Crust: Mass movement, The work of Rivers, The work of the Sea 
December Assessment

Comments/Review end of December: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

December Progress
	No
	Students Name
	Homework 

Grade
	Project Grade
	Additional Comments areas of Difficulty

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	
	

	20
	
	
	
	

	21
	
	
	
	

	22
	
	
	
	

	23
	
	
	
	

	24
	
	
	
	


TERM 3: January - February

Economic Activities: Primary economic activities:
Water: A vital natural resource

Oil, a non-renewable resource

The search for oil and gas in the Celtic Sea

Peat Bogs; Past and Present

Over fishing

Midterm Assessment

Comments/Review end of February: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

February Progress
	No
	Students Name
	Homework 

Grade
	Project Grade
	Additional Comments areas of Difficulty

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	
	

	20
	
	
	
	

	21
	
	
	
	

	22
	
	
	
	

	23
	
	
	
	

	24
	
	
	
	


TERM 4: February – April 

Farming: An example of a system

Economic Activities: Secondary economic activities:
Manufacturing (case study on a factory as a system) 
Iron and steel industry

Heavy and Light Industry

Factors affecting the location of an industry

Footloose industry

Women at work, China

Industrialised and newly industrialised regions

Problems with industry

April Assessment

Comments/Review end of April: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

April Progress
	No
	Students Name
	Homework 

Grade
	Project Grade
	Additional Comments areas of Difficulty

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	
	

	20
	
	
	
	

	21
	
	
	
	

	22
	
	
	
	

	23
	
	
	
	

	24
	
	
	
	


TERM 5: April - May

Economic Activities: Tertiary economic activities:
Tourism: Regions and Attractions

Case Study: Spain (Majorca)

Problems and benefits of tourism

Tourism and development

Summer Assessment

Comments/Review end of May: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

May Progress
	No
	Students Name
	Homework 

Grade
	Project Grade
	Additional Comments areas of Difficulty

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	
	

	20
	
	
	
	

	21
	
	
	
	

	22
	
	
	
	

	23
	
	
	
	

	24
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